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Ward 5 Alderman Brign MsCarthy dispules 8 nawspager ad by Pernizhuck Watar Works thal eppesiad in Mondey's Telegragh,

2 marketing campaigns under way

Tue;day, Januzry 07, 2063

By ANDREW NELSON, Telegraph Stat! , nelsona®telegraph-n
NASHUA - On the same day Pennichuck Corp, bega
npcoming referendum, city leaders began thelr ow

h.com

an its marketing campaign in opposition to the

r marketing campaign &s residents consider

whether it makes sense for the city {0 buy Penmchr.xc:k Water Works.

Questions ranging from empioyee retirement benef

its and concerns about the water utility

bf-"ommg a political football to “socialism” repiacing free-market capitalism were bandied around &t

the first in a series of ward meetings, leading up tq

A skeptical Tom Potter, of 20 Kennedy Drive, had h
of study, but wanted to go deeper.

the city-wide vote next week,

eard all the good things to come out of months

*1 knov: there has to be some cons,” said Petter, his loud voice carrying across the lunchroom, as

he read a list of pointed questions from a small slip

Ward 5 Aldermen Brian McCarthy, who also leads t
pPennichuck-acquisition issue, answered the guestio

On the issue of persannel cost, McCarthy said the ¢

cormnpany expenses on the same expenses Pennichy

And the incorne from the operation of the company
¢ oublic water cornpany, would allow tha company
weouly be its owners, he szid.

Tte financial picture is
er2 fairly close.”

not based on solid figures, b

of paper.

1e ad hec aldermanic commnittee overseeing the
ns, often talking in generalities.

ity's consultants based a city-run water
¢k currently has.

plus the savings from operating Pennichuck as
o centinue to supnly watar and the ratepayers

cCarthy said, but “pazed on some guasses that

It would be locaily owned, locally managed, and sarve the “best interest of the ratepayer, not the

shareholder,” he said during the discussios,
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Even with his questions, Potter said he still believed
of & division of Philadelphia Suburban Corp, which

best.

BL3SAITAIS

way rage £ uld

having the water company based here, instead

is proposing to buy Pennichuck, would be the

“1'd would like to see us retain control,” he said, befare sitting down.

Nearly 50 people filled half the lunchroom at the Elm Street Junior High.

A signal of the high interest in the togic was clear with close to Lalf of the city’s 15 aldermen
attended. The meeting was reccrded and will be aired on locei municipal TV Channel 16 on

Thursday at 7 p.m. and repeated Sunday at noon.
Cther Infermation sessions are scheduied today thn

A week from today, city voters will go to the polls §
negotiating with Pennichuck Cam. executives to pu

McCarthy and Mayor Bernie Streeter took aim at a
Telegraph.

The half-pagz ad questioned the priority of the city
typical municipal concerns would be ignored if the ¢

“There is not one dollar that can be spent on roads
company,” McCarthy said, holding up a clipping of t

Strezster called the ad “absolutely false.”

Ha2 repeated his position that the public ownership
“savings will automatically accrue.”

oLgh Friday.

o decide whether City Hall leaders should begin
E:hase the water company.

ennichuck advertisenent that ran in Monday's

and whether schoals, roads and other more
ity tock over the water company.

and schools that will be spent on the water

he advertisement.

%f the company is @ good steg for the city and

Both said the borrowed maney would be repaid with revenue from ratepayers, not proparly taxes

of city residents.

During the question-and-answer sassion, critics arg
than gavernmeant in running the water company.

James Milter, of 5 Columbine Orive, hit on some loc
the new Nashua R!gh Schooi North and nearby neig
samtended consequences of a clty-run waterworks.
“They don’t run our city half-decently,” Milier compl

Zach Janowski, of 16 Eldorado Circle, sald water go
sroblemns, instead of business problems.

“They are doomed to be problematic,” he sald.
Maurice Arel, president of Pennichuck, sat in the ba

"I was very impressed by the questions that were a
Arel, who added many of the issues surrounding a

Andrew Nelson can be reached at 594-6415.

ved the private sector would be more efficient

al controversies, such as the conflict vetween

hborhoods, as he raised questions of

alned.

vernance would becorne “complex politicel”

rk, scribbling notes on a yellow legal pad,

sked tonight that were not answerad,” said
ity takeover remain unknown.
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