


S E R V I N G  H X S H L I A   AM^ S O U T H E R N  

2 marketing campaigns wnl 
Twsday, Jan~zi-y 07, 2003 
By ANDREW NELSON, Telegraph Sta f f ,  . n a l . ~ n a @ t e l e g r ~ p h  

XASHiJA- On the same day Pen3ichuzk Corp, be 
u y c ~ n l i n g  referendum, city leadcrs began thelr 01 

whether it rnzkec sense for the  c i ty  to buy Penriic 

Questicnr, ranging from employee retirement ben 
becoming a political fmtba! l  to  "socialisrr!" r e p k l  
t f ie 5:st in a series or' ward meetings, leading up 

A skeptical Toln Pct-ter, of 20 Kenncc'y Drive, tiad 
o i  stud.1, but wanted to  go  deeper. 

"I krww there has to  be some cons," said Pctier, hl 
he read a !ist of pointed questions from a small slip 

Ward 5 Aldermen Grian McCarthy, kvho also leads t i 
Pea~?ici~gck-acquisition issue, answered the questic! 

rJn the issue of persmnel cost, McCarthy said the c 
cornpany expeqses on the s ame  expenses Penn ich~ 

T t  e firisncial p i c t ~ i e  is no: b a e d  or, solid figures, b 
?rs: fairly close." 

It v:oulci be ! 0 ~ 3 i l y  07tne3, locally managed, and s-., 
~hcl~eh~lder , ' '  he said during the  d i x u s s i o r ~ .  

wily 

In its marketlny c:a.npaign in opposition to the 
1 marketing campaign es rasiderlts consi~li l i  
~ c k  \Yater Wurks. 

'its and concerns  trout t ! ~ e  water utility 
3 free-market capiralisn~ wEie bandled a r o w d  s t  
the city-wide vote next week. 

eard a!! the good things to come out of months 

loud voice carrying across the  lunchroon: as 
,f paper. 

e ad hcc aldermanic cornrriittee overseeing the 
5 ,  often talking in genera!ities. 

:y's consultants based a city-run viat?; 
:k currently has. 

plus the savi;lys from operatin3 Pennichuck as 
I mncl in~e t o  r<pp!y water and the rrtepayers 

ie the "best interest c?f the ratepayer, not  the  



Even with his questions. Potter said he still beheve/d havinp the water company based horr, instead 
of a division of Philadelphia Sublirban Corp, which s pioposing to buy Pennichuck, would be the 
best. 1 
"i'd would like to  see us retain control," h. said, b fore sitting down. ii 
Nearly 50 people filled half the lltrlchroorn at the ~ l l m  Street Jun i x  High. 

A signal of the high interest in the topic was clear ith close to half of  the ctty's 15 aldermen 
attended. The meeting was reccrded and will be a; ed on loczi municipal TV Channel 16 on 
71-1wsday at 7 p.m. and repeated Sunday at noon. ! 
Other Inicrmation sessions a r e  scheduled today ' th 1 ough Friday. 

A week from today, city vGters will go to the polls 0 decide whether City Hall leaders shoutid begin 
negotiating with Pennichtick Gorp. executives to the water company. 

McCarthf and Mayor Hernia Streeter took aim at a bennichxk advertiserneqt that ran In Monday's 
Telegraph. 

The half-page ad questioned the priority of the city and whether schools, roads snd other more 
t jpical municipzl concerns would be lgnured if the I i ty  tock over the water company. 

"There is not m e  dollar t h a t  can  be spent on roads and schools that will be spent tin the water 
company," McCarthy said, holding up  a cllpping of 4 he advertisement. 

Srre?ter called the ad "absolutely false." 1 
He  repeated his position that the public ownership f the company is a good step for the  city and 
"savings will automatically accrue." ! 
Both said the borrowed mnney would be repaid wit revenue from ratepayers, not propcrty taxes 
of ciky residents. t 
U i l r i q  the question-and-answer session, critics arglued the private sector would be more efficient 
than gcvernnsnt in running the water company. 

Jsrnes Mlller, ~f 5 Columbine Drive, hit  on some loc such as the conflict between 
d x  new Nashua High S c h o ~ i  North and nearby as he raised questions of 
~013.lt3nded consequences of a city-run waterworks. 

'-f'hey don't run our city half-decently," Milier compl~alned. 
I 

Z a c ! ~  janowski, of 16 Eldorado Circle; said water yo ernance  would become "complex political" 
.!~rciblerns, instead of business problems. 

.'They are doomed t o  be problematic," he sald. 1 
t 4 s ~ r i ~ e  Arel, president of Penn!chuck, sat in the balk, scribbling notes on a yellow legal psd. 

"I was very impressed by the questions that were ked tonight that were not answered," said 
krel, w h o  added marly of the issues silrrour~ding a takeover remain unknown. 

Andrcvi Nelson can be r e z c k d  a t  594-641 5. ~ 



Csr.Lant O 29C.3 Telegraph of h;ash~s 
*lhvW3 a 1391-2003 lup!  Software. kl: f?&hts Rssened 

way 


